Serial No. 09/993,808 
Amendment Dated 10/12/2005 
Reply to Office Action of 07/06/2005 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Specification 

The sequence listing has been amended to correct errors. No new matter 
has been added to the sequence listing. 

The specification has been amended to include a statement of funding from 
the Department of Energy. 

Claim rejections under 35 USC § 112 

Claims 3-1 land 79-80 are rejected under U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
containing subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way 
as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventorfs), at the 
time of the application was filed , had possession of the claimed invention. 

Applicants traverse for reasons made of record in the Office Action response 
of January 26, 2005. In order to expedite allowance, applicants have amended 
claim 79. "An isolated polynucleotide that encodes a polypeptide that binds to a 
cyclin-dependent kinase or a cyclin ..." has been added to claim 79. Support for the 
amendment can be found in the specification on page 35, lines 6-8. The 
specification states, "When maize CKI is used as bait in such a two-hybrid screen, 
proteins that interact with CKI such as cyclin dependent kinases and cyclins perse 
are identified." 

Claim rejections under 35 USC § 112 

Claims 3-1 land 79-80 are rejected under U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the enablement requirement The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which is not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and/or use the invention. 



17 



« 



Serial No. 09/993,808 
Amendment Dated 10/12/2005 
Reply to Office Action of 07/06/2005 

Applicants traverse for reasons made of record in the Office Action response 
of January 26, 2005. In order to expedite allowance, applicants have amended 
claim 79. 

Claim rejections under 35 USC § 101 

Claim 12 are rejected under t/S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-stautory subject matter 

Applicants believe the rejection is for claim 13. Claim 13 has been amended 
as suggested. 

Claim objections 

Claim 2 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form. 

Applicants traverse for reasons made of record in the Office Action response 
of January 26, 2005. In order to expedite allowance, applicants have amended 
claim 79, from which claim 2 is dependent. 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicants respectfully request reconsideration. Applicants have amended 
the specification. Applicants have amended claims 10, 13, and 79 and added new 
claims 81-82. Claims 2-11, 13, 79-82 are now pending. In view of the above 
comments and amendments, withdrawal of the outstanding rejections and 
allowance of the claims is respectfully requested. 
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